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MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
1515  E.  6th  AVE. 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


AUG  41993 


490  N.  Meridian 
Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Ref :DV373.93 
May  27,  1993 


Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Building,  Helena  59620 
Director's  Office,  Dept,  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 
Montana  Dept,  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 


Resource  Assessment 

Parks  Division 

Fisheries  Division 

Wildlife  Division 

Regional  Information  Officers 


State  Historic  Preservation  Office,  Montana  Historical  Society 
State  Library 

Jim  Jensen,  Montana  Environmental  Information  Center, 

PO  Box  1184,  Helena,  MT  59624 

Janet  Ellis,  Montana  Audubon  Council,  PO  Box  595,  Helena,  MT  59624 
Flathead  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse, 
Kalispell,  MT 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

The  enclosed  Environmental  Assessment  (EA)  has  been  prepared  for 
the  Lone  Pine  Horseback  Tours  Concession  proposal  and  is  submitted 
for  your  consideration.  The  action  is  proposed  at  sites  currently 
operated  by  the  Department. 

Any  questions  or  comments  on  this  action  should  be  addressed  to  the 
undersigned  by  June  31,  1993.  If  no  new  facts  are  received  by 

then,  the  decision  will  be  made  to  proceed  with  this  action. 


Sincerely 


Dan  Vincent 
Regional  Supervisor 


DC/nb 


Enclosures 


PROJECT  NAME: 
NEPA/MEPA/HB495  CHECKLIST 


PART  1.  PROPOSED  ACTION  DESCRlPTiON 


1 . Type  of  Proposed  State  Action  Horseback  Riding  Concession  and  Associated  Trail 

Rehabilitation  

2.  Agency  Authority  for  the  Proposed  Action  Montana  Deot.  of  Fish.  Wildlife  and  Parks 

3.  Name  of  Project  Lone  Pine  Horseback  Tours 

4.  Name,  Address  and  Phone  Number  of  Project  Sponsor  (if  other  than  the  agency) 

Lone  Pine  State  Park.  490  North  Meridian  Road.  Kalisoell.  MT  59901  752-5502 

5.  If  Applicable:  N/A 

Estimated  Construction/Commencement  Date  

Estimated  Completion  Date  

Current  Status  of  Project  Design  (%  complete)  ___________________ 

6.  Location  Affected  by  Proposed  Action  (county,  range  and  township) 

Flathead  Countv.  Sec.  24.  T28N.  R22W  

7.  Project  Size:  Estimate  the  number  of  acres  that  would  be  directly  affected  that  are  currently: 


(a)  Developed: 

residential... 0_  acres 

I industrial.... Q_  acres 

(b)  Open  Space/Woodlands/ 

Recreation....  80  acres 

(c)  Wetlands/Riparian 

Areas 0 acres 


(d)  Floodplain...  0 acres 

(e)  Productive: 

irrigated  cropland... 0_  acres 

dry  cropland 0 acres 

forestry 0_  acres 

rangeland 0 acres 

other 0 acres 


8.  Map/site  plan:  (see  Appendix  A) 


c: 


Regional  Park  Manager 
Bobbi  Baiaz  (when  PR,  DJ) 

Mary  Ellen  McDonald  (when  LWCF) 

Parks  Division  MEPA/HB  495  Coordinator 
Design  and  Construction 


Environmental  Quality  Council 
Rm.  106,  State  Capitol 
Helena  59620-1704 
Legal  Unit 


1/93 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Montana  State  Library 


C 


c 


https://archive.org/details/environmentalas993mont_11 


9.  Narrative  Summary  of  the  Proposed  Action  or  Project  including  the  Benefits  and  Purpose  of 
the  Proposed  Action. 

The  proposed  action  is  to  permit  a horseback  tour  concession  to  operate  on  the  Lone  Pine 
horse  trails  that  are  currently  used  and  signed  for  the  horse  riders.  The  concession  would 
fill  the  need  for  public  use  of  horse  trails  by  non-horse  owning  visitors  and  tourists.  The 
state  park  and  local  businesses  could  benefit  from  increased  tourist  expenditures. 
Management  controls  would  be  necessary  to  ensure  safe  usable  trails  and  protection  of  the 
resource  to  include:  * ^ 

(a)  preventive  measures  for  soil  and  plant  protection; 

(b)  trail  construct  standardization  based  on  the  number  of  users.  (In  the  past  five  years 
the  number  of  users  has  gone  up  accordingly  with  the  growth  of  the  Flathead  Valley 
and  the  city  of  Kalispell.); 

(c)  safety  equipment  and  procedures  to  protect  users; 

(d)  trail  design  which  will  accommodate  a diversity  of  recreational  users; 

(e)  trail  tread  width  and  grade  level  built  to  proper  standards  to  control  resource  damage 
before  it  becomes  costly  or  deteriorates  the  resources; 

(f)  educating  all  trail  users  on  safety  and  resource  protection  while  using  the  trail;  and 

(g)  limiting  the  number  of  concession  rides  per  day  and  number  of  riders  per  tour. 

With  carefully  managed  trails,  Lone  Pine  State  Park  can  accommodate  more  visitors  as  the 
area  population  grows  and  the  popularity  of  the  park  increases. 

> 

With  current  trends  in  health  and  exercise,  the  number  and  types  of  recreational  users  at 
Lone  Pine  will  increase.  The  number  of  resident  horse  owners  in  the  nearby  suburban  area 
are  also  increasing.  As  the  scenery  and  popularity  of  the  Lone  Pine  trails  attract  more  users 
they  will  need  to  be  repaired  and  reconstructed  to  meet  demands  and  ensure  their  safe  use. 

Local  bicycle  rentals  of  mountain  bikes  to  visitors  as  well  as  locals  also  underscores  the  need 
to  make  all  trail  users  aware  of  safety  rules  and  proper  trail  etiquette.  The  proposed  action 
will  include  upgrading  trail  standards  so  that  additional  numbers  and  types  of  users  will  not 
cause  serious  impacts.  By  adopting  standards  for  concession  use,  trail  users  and 
management  can  continue  to  make  the  trails  safe  and  enjoyable. 

10.  Listing  of  any  other  Local,  State  or  Federal  agency  that  has  overlapping  or  additional 
jurisdiction. 

None. 

1 1 . List  of  Agencies  Consulted  During  Preparation  of  the  EA: 

Flathead  Conservation  District 

USFS  Native  Plant  Specialist 
City  of  Kalispell 
^ Flathead  County 
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PART  ».  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


1.  Evaluation  of  the  Impacts  of  the  Proposed  Action  including  Secondary  and  Cumulative  Impacts  oi 
the  Physical  and  Human  Environment.  Complete  the  following  checklist,  adding  comments  o 
:|prrative  as  necessary. 

Will 


•Indicates  the  need  to  determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result,  and  respond  on  the  checklist.  Describe  any  minor  o 

potentially  significant  impacts. 

••Indicates  the  need  to  include  a discussion  about  that  issue  in  the  EA  narrative. 

•••Indicates  the  need  to  include  a discussion  about  that  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  attach  documentation. 


HB  495 

2.  Evaluation  of  Improvements  or  development  projects  that  significantly  change  park  or  fishing  accesj 
site  features  or  use  patterns.  Complete  the  following  checklist,  adding  narrative  comments  at 
necessary. 

► Indicates  the  need  to  include  a narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604  fARM) 


‘iv, 


'TjyjKS 
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IMPACTS 


PHYSICAL 

ENVIRONMENT 

UNKNOWN* 

NO 

IMPACTS 

IMPACTS:* 

MINOR 

POTENTIALLY 

SIGNIFICANT 

CAN 

IMPACTS  BE 
MITIGATED* 

COMMENT 

INDEX 

• |<^ND  RESOURCES 

Will  the  proposed  action 
result  in: 

► a.  Soil  instability  or 
changes  in  geologic 
substructure? 

X 

b.  Disruption,  displace- 
ment, erosion,  compac- 
tion, moisture  loss,  or 
over-covering  of  soil 
which  would  reduce 
productivity  or  fertility? 

X 

Yes 

b. 

► c.  Destruction,  covering 
or  modification  of  any 
unique  geologic  or 
physical  features? 

X 

d.  Changes  in  siltation, 
deposition  or  erosion 
patterns  that  may  modify 
the  channel  of  a river  or 
stream  or  the  bed  or  shore 
of  a lake? 

X 

e.  Exposure  of  people  or 
property  to  earthquakes, 
'r,->dslides,  ground 
'►  iLire,  or  other  natural 
hazard? 

X 

f.  Other: 

Include  an  attachment  with  a narrative  explanation  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain 
why  the  unknown  impact  has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 


Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative 
if  needed): 

b.  The  existing  trail  has  erosion  and  grade  level  deterioration.  Trail  improvements  by  the  concessioner  and  volunteers  could  remove  the 
side  slope  and  backfill  the  trail  for  level  tread  and  make  water  drainage  for  runoff  to  prevent  erosion.  Topsoil  and  plants  along  the  trai 
would  have  minor  disturbance.  In  areas  of  current  erosion,  fill  and  replanting  of  native  grasses  would  be  part  of  any  trail  reconstruction. 
Areas  with  more  than  15%  grade  would  be  changed  and  damage  restored.  Eroded  areas  would  be  reconstructed  or  restored  and  seedec 
to  native  grasses  and  ground  cover. 

Signing  would  be  installed  to  help  educate  and  to  prevent  shortcuts  or  damage  to  areas  adjacent  to  trails.  Lone  Pine  State  Park  has  < 
diversity  of  plants,  wildlife  and  rock  cliff  formations.  The  trail  work  will  be  in  a forested  area  with  rock  outcroppings. 

► Indicates  the  need  to  include  a narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a (ARM) 
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IMPACTS 


PHYSICAL 

ENVIRONMENT 


' JiR 

Will  the  proposed  action 
result  in; 

► a.  Emission  of  air 
pollutants  or  deterioration 
of  ambient  air  quality? 

(also  see  1 3 (c)) 

b.  Creation  of 
objectionable  odors? 

c.  Alteration  of  air 
movement,  moisture,  or 
temperature  patterns  or 
any  change  in  climate, 
either  locally  or  regionally? 

d.  Adverse  effects  on 
vegetation,  including 
crops,  due  to  increased 
emissions  of  pollutants? 

e.  *For  P-R/D-J  projects. 
will  the  project  result  in 
any  discharge  which  will 

with  federal  or 
siate  air  quality  regs? 

(Also  see  2a) 

f.  Other 

Include  an  attachment  with  a narrative  explanation  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown, 
explain  why  the  unknown  impact  has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 


UNKNOWN* 

NO 

IMPACTS 

IMPACTS:*  POTENTIALLY 

MINOR  SIGNIFICANT 

CAN 

IMPACTS  BE 
MITIGATED* 

COMMENT 

INDEX 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Yes 

a. 

'Indicates  the  need  to  determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist. 


Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 


Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Air  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  i 
needed): 

a.  The  proposed  action  should  have  favorable  impacts  on  air  pollution  and  may  improve  air  quality  since  it  may  decrease  the  amount  o 
dust  in  the  air. 
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IMPACTS 


PHYSICAL 

3.  WATER 


UNKNOWN’ 


NO  IMPACTS:’ 

IMPACTS MINOR 


POTENTIALLY 

SIGNIFICANT 


CAN 

IMPACTS  BE  COMMENT 

MITIGATED’ INDEX 


’ vthe  proposed  action 
lit  in: 

t^'a.  Discharge  into  surface 
water  or  any  alteration  of 
surface  water  quality 
including  but  not  limited  to 
temperature,  dissolved 
oxygen  or  turbidity? 


X 


b.  Changes  in  drainage 
patterns  or  the  rate  and 
amount  of  surface  runoff? 

c.  Alteration  of  the  course  or 
magnitude  of  flood  water  or 
other  flows? 

d.  Changes  in  the  amount  of 
surface  water  in  any  water 
body  or  creation  of  a new 
water  body? 

e.  Exposure  of  people  or 
property  to  water  related 
nazards  such  as  flooding? 

f.  Changes  in  the  quality  of 
groundwater? 

g.  Changes  in  the  quantity  of 
groundwater? 

h.  Increase  in  risk  of 
contamination  of  surface  or 
groundwater? 

i.  Effects  on  any  existing 
water  right  or  reservation? 

^,Effects  on  other  water  users 
^ M result  of  any  alteration  in 
- Tface  or  groundwater 
quality? 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 

X 

X 


X 

X 


b. 


k.  Effects  on  other  users  as  a 
result  of  any  alteration  in 
surface  or  groundwater 
quantity? 

1-  **For  P-R/D-J.  will  the 
project  affect  a designated 
floodplain?  (Also  see  3c) 

m.  *For  P-R/D-J.  will  the 
project  result  in  any  dis- 
charge that  will  affect  federal 
or  state  water  quality 
regulations?  (Also  see  3a) 

n.  Other: 


Include  an  attachmant  wit 


a narratl^  explanation  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  rmpaet.  W the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  wfi' 


the  unknown  impact  has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 

•Indicates  the  need  to  determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.  Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 
••Indicates  the  need  to  include  a discussion  about  that  issue  in  the  EA  narrative. 


► Indicates  the  need  to  include  a narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-18  (ARM) 


Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Water  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 

b.  The  proposed  action  will  not  impact  water  quality  and  will  benefit  trail  drainage  by  using  proper  drainage  methods  and  standards.  A 1 5 foot  deep  wate 
well  is  located  by  the  trail,  but  no  impact  to  the  well  will  be  created  by  continued  trail  use.  This  well  is  not  in  use  and  was  a test  well  drilled  in  the  1 SSOs 
by  Montana  Highway  Department.  No  change  in  underground  or  surface  drainage  will  be  caused  by  the  continued  use  of  the  trail. 
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IMPACTS 


PHYSICAL 

ENVIRONMENT 

UNKNOWN’ 

NO 

IMPACTS 

IMPACTS:* 

MINOR 

POTENTIALLY 

SIGNIFICANT 

CAN 

IMPACTS  BE 
MITIGATED* 

COMMENT 

INDEX 

Vegetation 

Will  the  proposed  action 
result  in: 

a.  Changes  in  the 
diversity,  productivity  or 
abundance  of  plant 
species  (including  trees, 
shrubs,  grass,  crops,  and 
aquatic  plants)? 

X 

b.  Alteration  of  a plant 
community? 

X 

c.  Adverse  effects  on  any 
unique,  rare,  threatened, 
or  endangered  species? 

X 

d.  Reduction  in  acreage  or 
productivity  of  any 
agricultural  land? 

X 

e.  Establishment  or  spread 
of  noxious  weeds? 

X 

e. 

f.  •*For  P-R/D-J.  will  the 
"'oject  affect  wetlands,  or 
^e  and  unique 
farmland? 

X 

a.  Other: 

'include  an  eittachment  with  a narrative  explanation  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explair 
why  the  unknown  impact  has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 


' 'Iruficates  the  need  to  include  a discussion  about  that  issue  in  the  EA  narrative. 


Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Vegetation  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of 
narrative  if  needed): 

e.  The  only  area  of  trail  use  by  a concessioner  would  be  in  the  forested  area  of  the  park.  Trail  rehabilitation  will  be  a safeguard  foi 
vegetation  deterioration  and  will  enhance  vegetation  growth  along  the  trail  area.  By  using  proper  trail  management  and  maintenance,  the 
vegetation  will  not  be  impacted  significantly.  A weed  management  plan  and  environmental  assessment  is  also  being  done  for  Lone  Pine 
which  will  address  managing  the  spread  of  noxious  weeds  in  all  areas. 

Noxious  weeds  or  non-native  plants  detrimental  to  beneficial  native  species  are  a concern  with  the  trail  attracting  more  users  anc 
concession  use.  Several  noxious  weeds  are  now  present  in  the  park,  they  include  salmation  toadfax,  spotted  knapweed,  Canada  thistle, 
goat  weed  and  sulphur  cinquefoil.  Of  these,  spotted  knapweed  is  a rapid  invader  and  the  most  prevalent.  It  will  have  to  be  monitorec 
closely  and  controlled  by  hand  pulling  new  plants  or  chemical  spraying  when  possible  and  safe. 
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.a; 


IMPACTS 


PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


► «S.  FISH/WILDLIFE 

Xhe  proposed  action 
result  in: 

a.  Deterioration  of  critical  fish 
or  wildlife  habitat? 

b.  Changes  in  the  diversity  or 
abundance  of  game  animals 
or  bird  species? 

c.  Changes  in  the  diversity  or 
abundance  of  nongame 
species? 

d.  Introduction  of  new 
species  into  an  area? 

e.  Creation  of  a barrier  to  the 
migration  or  movement  of 
animals? 

f.  Adverse  effects  on  any 
unique,  rare,  threatened,  or 
erKlangered  species? 

g.  Increase  in  conditions  that 
stress  wildlife  populations  or 
limit  abundance  (including 
harassment,  legal  or  illegal 
harvest  or  other  human 
activity)? 

h.  **For  P-R/D-J.  will  the 
oroject  be  performed  in  any 

in  which  T&E  species  are 
present,  and  will  the  project 
affect  any  T&E  species  or 
their  habitat?  (Also  see  5f) 

i.  *For  P-R/D-J.  will  the 
project  introduce  or  export 
any  species  not  presently  or 
historically  occurring  in  the 
receiving  location?  (Also  see 
5d) 

j.  Other: 


UNKNOWN' 

NO 

IMPACTS 

IMPACTS:'  POTENTIALLY 

MINOR  SIGNIFICANT 

CAN  IMPACTS 

BE  MITIGATED' 

comment 

INDEX 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

g- 

'include  an  attachment  with  a narrative  explanation  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown 
impact  has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 

*tr>dicates  the  need  to  determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.  Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

* 'Indicates  the  need  to  include  a discussion  about  that  issue  in  the  EA  narrative. 

» Indicates  the  need  to  include  a narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a (ARM) 


Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Rsh/Wildlife  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 
g.  The  proposed  action  will  result  in  minor  or  no  impacts  on  fish  or  wildlife. 

Wildlife  - Lone  Pine  has  a variety  of  wildlife  habitats  including  forest,  grassland  and  rocky  cliff  areas.  There  is  a diversity  of  wildlife  in  the  park  and  adjaceni 
lands.  School  children  have  been  using  the  park  for  nature  walks  and  as  a watchable  wildlife  area  for  years.  Many  small  animals  such  as  pack  rats 
raccoons,  foxes,  coyotes,  bobcats  use  the  area.  Mule  and  white-tailed  deer  are  seen  throughout  the  park.  Elk  and  bobcats  are  new  arrivals  in  the  park 
and  are  seen  in  the  fall  and  winter  months.  Mountain  lions  have  been  present  for  five  or  more  years,  using  the  park  brush  for  cover  in  the  summer  months. 
Black  bears  can  be  seen  in  the  park  in  early  spring  and  late  fall. 

The  park  lies  in  the  Lone  Pine  Game  Preserve  [1 2.9.204](1)  (History:  Sec.  87-1-301  MCA:  IMP,  Sec.  87-1-305  MCA;  Eff.  12/31/72). 

Tha^lanned  action  for  the  concession  and  rebuilding  of  the  trail  would  have  a minimum  effect  on  the  wildlife  because  of  restrictions  on  off  trail  use  anc 
t ^otection  of  the  preserve.  Once  the  trail  is  up  to  the  standard  needed,  the  amount  of  people  using  the  trail  may  increase,  but  should  not  affect  the 
wiialife  that  now  exists. 
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IMPACTS 


HUMAN 

ENVIRONMENT 


^ .^OISE/ELECTRICAL 
EFFECTS 


Will  the  proposed  action 
result  in: 

a.  Increases  in  existing 
noise  levels? 

b.  Exposure  of  people  to 
serve  or  nuisance  noise 
levels? 

c.  Creation  of  electrostatic 
or  electromagnetic  effects 
that  could  be  detrimental 
to  human  health  or 
property? 

d.  Interference  with  radio 
or  television  reception  and 
operation? 

e.  Other: 


UNKNOWN* 


NO 

IMPACTS 


IMPACTS:* 

MINOR 


POTENTIALLY 

SIGNIFICANT 


CAN 

IMPACTS  BE 
MITIGATED* 


COMMENT 

INDEX 


X 


X 


X 


X 


‘include  an  anachment  with  a narrative  explanation  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explaii 
why  the  unknown  impact  has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 


Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Noise/Electrical  Effects  (Attach  additional  pages  o 
narrative  if  needed): 
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IMPACTS 


HUMAN 

ENVIRONMENT 


r.  land  use 

Will  the  proposed  action 
result  in; 

a.  Alteration  of  or 
interference  with  the 
productivity  or  profitability 
of  the  existing  land  use  of 
an  area? 

b.  Conflict  with  a 
designated  natural  area  or 
area  of  unusual  scientific 
or  educational 
importance? 

c.  Conflict  with  any 
existing  land  use  whose 
presence  would  constrain 
or  potentially  prohibit  the 
proposed  action? 

d.  Adverse  effects  on  or 
relocation  of  residences? 

^ther:  


UNKNOWN* 

NO 

IMPACTS 

IMPACTS:’ 

MINOR 

POTENTIALLY 

SIGNIFICANT 

CAN 

IMPACTS  BE 
MITIGATED* 

COMMENT 

INDEX 

X 

! 

1 

X 

X 

c. 

X 

Include  an  attachment  with  a narrative  explanation  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown, 
explain  why  the  unknown  impact  has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 


Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Use  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed) 

c.  Past  and  present  use  of  the  Lone  Pine  Park  resources  have  been  passive,  first  a sheep  ranch  then  a state  park.  The  resources  remaii 
the  same  as  the  early  settlers  to  the  area  knew.  The  urban  expansion  has  given  the  park  a unique  setting  for  learning  about  nature 
resources  in  class  studies,  for  visitors  new  to  the  area  and  a sense  of  serenity  to  the  local  person  walking  the  trails  of  the  park.  The  higi 
point  of  the  interpretive  walk  trail  is  over  a cliff  area  where  the  Flathead  Valley,  including  the  mountain  ranges  and  the  rivers  of  the  valle 
floor,  can  be  seen.  The  park  land  has  been  kept  in  a natural  state,  but  the  area  around  the  park  is  now  a residential  subdivision,  causini 
increasing  use  of  trails.  The  trail  to  be  used  for  horseback  tours  is  used  by  other  trail  users  as  well.  With  the  proposed  action  the  tra 
will  be  upgraded  to  a higher  standard.  Multiple  use  trail  to  handle  the  use  and  to  continue  to  provide  a recreational  experience  for  all  userj 

Types  of  users:  Joggers  Walkers 

Runners  Horseback  Riders 

Mountain  Bike  Riders  Concessioner  Trail  Rides 

Study  Groups 

Current  estimates  of  trail  use  by  horses  include  an  existing  concessioner  with  five  horses  per  day  from  May  1 to  September  1 , and  othe 
users  accounting  for  seven  horses  per  day  totalling  1 ,400  in  an  average  summer.  This  is  only  approximate  amount  as  no  accurate  count: 
have  been  made. 

Conflict  between  private  landowners  and  state  park  users  will  be  an  issue  in  the  future.  Proper  signing  and  monitoring  should  help  reduct 
trespass  as  use  increases. 
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«8«ooi3ni  000  u i»fi%nrT 


IMPACTS 


HUMAN 

ENVIRONMENT 

) 

8.  RISK/HEALTH 
HAZARDS 


Will  the  proposed  action 
result  in: 

a.  Risk  of  an  explosion  or 
release  of  hazardous 
substances  (including,  but 
not  limited  to  oil, 
pesticides,  chemicals,  or 
radiation)  in  the  event  of 
an  accident  or  other  forms 
of  disruption? 

b.  Affect  an  existing 
emergency  response  or 
emergency  evacuation 
plan  or  create  a need  for  a 
new  plan? 

c.  Creation  of  any  human 
health  hazard  or  potential 
hazard? 

ri  *For  P-R/D-J.  will  any 
^mical  toxicants  be 
used?  (Also  see  8a) 

e.  Other: 


UNKNOWN* 


NO 

IMPACTS 


IMPACTS:* 

MINOR 


POTENTIALLY 

SIGNIFICANT 


CAN 

IMPACTS  BE  COMMENT 
MITIGATED*  INDEX 


X 


X 


X 


X 


‘include  an  attachment  with  a narrative  explanation  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown, 
explain  why  the  unknown  impact  has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 


‘Indicates  the  need  to  determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.  Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Risk/Health  Hazards  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrativ 
if  needed): 
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IMPACTS 


HUMAN 

ENVIRONMENT 

I 

9.  COMMUNITY 
IMPACTS 

Will  the  proposed  action 
result  in: 

► a.  Alteration  of  the 
location,  distribution, 
density,  or  growth  rate  of 
the  human  population  of 
an  area?  Positive  or 
negative  impacts  to 
tourism. 

b.  Alteration  of  the  social 
structure  of  a community? 

c.  Alteration  of  the  level  or 
distribution  of  employment 
or  community  or  personal 
income? 

d.  Changes  in  industrial  or 
commercial  activity? 

p Increased  traffic 
^ards  or  effects  on 
existing  transportation 
facilities  or  patterns  of 
movement  of  people  and 
goods? 

f.  Other: 


Include  an  attachment  with  a narrative  explanation  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explaii 
why  the  unknown  impact  has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 


UNKNOWN* 


NO 

IMPACTS 


IMPACTS: 

MINOR 


POTENTIALLY 

SIGNIFICANT 


CAN 

IMPACTS  BE 
MITIGATED* 


COMMENT 

INDEX 


► Indicates  the  need  to  include  a narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1f  (ARM) 


Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Community  Impacts  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrativf 
if  needed): 
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IMPACTS 


HUMAN 

ENVIRONMENT 

UNKNOWN' 

NO 

IMPACTS 

IMPACTS:' 

MINOR 

POTENTIALLY 

SIGNIFICANT 

CAN  IMPACTS 

BE  MITIGATED' 

COMMENT 

INDEX 

)>UBLIC  SERVICES/ 
TaXES/UTILITIES 

Will  the  proposed  action 
result  in: 

a.  Will  the  proposed  action 
have  an  effect  upon  or  result 
in  a need  for  new  or  altered 
governmental  services  in  any 
of  the  following  areas:  fire  or 
police  protection,  schools, 
parks/recreational  facilities, 
roads  or  other  public 
maintenance,  water  supply, 
sewer  or  septic  systems,  solid 
waste  disposal,  health,  or 
other  governmental  services? 

If  any,  specify:  

X 

a. 

b.  Will  the  proposed  action 
have  an  effect  upon  the  local 
or  state  tax  base  and 
revenues? 

X 

c.  Will  the  proposed  action 
result  in  a need  for  new 
facilities  or  substantial 
alterations  of  any  of  the 
* Rowing  utilities:  electric 
.7>ver,  natural  gas,  other  fuel 
supply  or  distribution 
systems,  or  communications? 

X 

d.  Will  the  proposed  action 
result  in  increased  used  of 
any  energy  source? 

X 

► e.  Define  projected  revenue 
sources 

X 

► f.  Define  projected 
maintenance  costs. 

X 

g.  Other: 

Include  an  attachment  with  a narrative  explanation  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown, 
explain  why  the  unknown  impact  has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 


» Indicates  the  need  to  include  a narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  1 2.8.604-1  d (ARM) 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Public  Services/Taxes/Utilities  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  i 
needed): 

e.f.  With  a concession  in  the  park  also,  revenue  may  be  provided  for  trail  maintenance  of  $500  or  more  annually.  Also,  more  visitors  will  see  the  park  anc 
will  enjoy  the  scenery.  With  the  trail  easy  walking  distance  from  the  city  limits  of  Kalispell,  the  trail  will  invite  more  users  if  it  is  maintained  and  manager 
ac.  ' usable  recreational  activity.  The  trail  will  sell  itself  to  the  public  if  properly  maintained  and  give  visitors  and  local  people  a valued  recreationa 
t y ience. 
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fMPACTS 


HUMAN 

ENVIRONMENT 


*-  .^.AESTHETICS/ 
RECREATION 


Will  the  proposed  action 
result  in: 

a.  Alteration  of  any  scenic 
vista  or  creation  of  an 
aesthetically  offensive  site 
or  effect  that  is  open  to 
public  view? 

b.  Alteration  of  the 
aesthetic  character  of  a 
community  or 
neighborhood? 

c.  Alteration  of  the  quality 
or  quantity  of  recreational 
opportunities  and 
settings? 

d.  *For  P-R/D-J.  will  any 
designated  or  proposed 
wild  or  scenic  rivers,  trails 
or  wilderness  areas  be 

•'  jiacted?  (Also  see  11a, 

7c) 


e.  Other: 


UNKNOWN* 


NO 

IMPACTS 


IMPACTS:* 

MINOR 


X 


X 


POTENTIALLY 

SIGNIFICANT 


CAN 

IMPACTS  BE  COMMENT 
MITIGATED*  INDEX 


X 


X 


‘include  an  attachment  with  a narrative  explanation  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explaii 
why  the  unknown  impact  has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 


'Indicates  the  need  to  determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.  Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 
*■  Indicates  the  need  to  include  a narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a (ARM) 


Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Aesthetics/Recreation  (Attach  additional  pages  o 
narrative  if  needed): 
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IMPACTS 


HUMAN 

ENVIRONMENT 

} 

1^.  CULTURAL/ 
HISTORICAL 

RESOURCES 

Will  the  proposed  action 
result  in; 

► a.  Destruction  or 
alteration  of  any  site, 
structure  or  object  of 
prehistoric  historic,  or 
paleontological 
importance? 

b.  Physical  change  that 
would  affect  unique 
cultural  values? 

c.  Effects  on  existing 
religious  or  sacred  uses  of 
a site  or  area? 

d.  ***For  P-R/D-J.  will  the 
project  affect  historic  or 
cultural  resources? 

Attach  SHPO  letter  of 

prance.  (Also  see  1 2. a) 

e.  Other: 


UNKNOWN* 


NO 

IMPACTS 


IMPACTS:* 

MINOR 


POTENTIALLY 

SIGNIFICANT 


CAN 

IMPACTS  BE 
MITIGATED* 


COMMENT 

INDEX 


X 


X 


X 


Include  an  attachment  with  a narrative  explanation  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explaii 
why  the  unknown  impact  has  not  or  can  not  bo  evaluated. 

* * 'Indicates  the  need  to  include  a discussion  about  that  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  attach  documentation. 

» Indicates  the  need  to  include  a narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  1 2.8.604-1  e (ARM) 


Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Cultural/Historical  Resources  {Attach  additional  pages 
of  narrative  if  needed): 


> 
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IMPACTS 


SIGNIFICANCE 

CRITERIA 

UNKNOWN' 

NO 

IMPACTS 

IMPACTS:' 

MINOR 

POTENTIALLY 

SIGNIFICANT 

CAN  IMPACTS 

BE  MITIGATED' 

COMMENT 

INDEX 

13.  SUMMARY 

EVALUATION  OF 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Will  the  proposed  action, 
considered  as  a whole: 

1 

a.  Have  impacts  that  are 
individually  limited,  but 
cumulatively  considerable?  (A 
project  or  program  may  result 
in  impacts  on  two  or  more 
separate  resources  which 
create  a significant  effect 
when  considered  together  or 
in  total.) 

X 

a. 

b.  Involve  potential  risks  or 
adverse  effects  which  are 
uncertain  but  extremely 
hazardous  if  they  were  to 
occur? 

X 

c.  Potentially  conflict  with  the 
substantive  requirements  of 
any  local,  state,  or  federal 
law,  regulation,  standard  or 
formal  plan? 

X 

d.  Establish  a precedent  or 
likelihood  that  future  actions 
with  significant  environmental 
impacts  will  be  proposed? 

X 

1 

e.  Generate  substantial 
debate  or  controversy  about 

the  nature  of  the  impacts  that 
would  be  created? 

X 

e. 

*For  P-R/D-J.  is  the  project 
expected  to  have  organized 
opposition  or  generate 
substantial  public 
controversy?  (Also  see  13e) 

g.  *»For  P-R/D-J.  list  any 
federal  or  state  permits 
required. 

Include  an  attachment  with  a narrative  explanation  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknovvr 

impact  has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 


•Indicates  the  need  to  determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.  Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

••Indicates  the  need  to  include  a discussion  about  that  issue  in  the  EA  narrative. 

a.  Past  use  of  the  trails  has  been  moderate  but  with  increasing  recreational  use  the  existing  trails  need  repair.  A change  in  the  slope  and  condition  is  needec 
with  proper  signing  and  regulations  to  prevent  trail  deterioration.  Only  with  increased  revenue,  such  as  can  be  provided  through  concessions,  can  the  neec 

for  proper  grading  and  reconstruction  be  done. 

Proper  trail  maintenance  will  ensure  that  both  individual  users  and  the  concessionaire  will  be  able  to  use  the  trail. 

e.  Some  local  residents  of  the  area  feel  that  concession  use  of  the  trail  may  lead  to  overuse.  Residents  and  trail  users  were  invited  to  attend  publi 
meetings  and  there  was  support  for  working  as  a group  in  order  to  have  a trail  all  could  use.  There  was  concern  that  if  each  recreational  group  pur& 
their  own  individual  goals  some  would  lose  a viable  recreational  activity  at  Lone  Pine.  Support  from  the  community  was  shown  for  all  groups  conceA 
as  well  as  for  Lone  Pine  as  an  enjoyable  scenic  park  for  all  to  use  if  trails  can  be  restored  and  upgraded. 


17 


2.  Description  and  analysis  of  reasonable  alternatives  (including  the  no  action  alternative)  to  th( 
proposed  action  whenever  alternatives  are  reasonably  available  and  prudent  to  consider  and  a discussior 
of  how  the  alternatives  would  be  implemented: 

I.  No  Action 

f 

The  no  action  alternative  would  be  continued  trail  deterioration  and  erosion  to  the  point  that  the 
trail  would  not  be  safe  for  users  and  would  become  a liability  to  the  state. 

II.  No  Concession 

This  alternative  would  be  to  rebuild  the  trail  to  a standard  acceptable  to  the  amount  of  users  o 
the  trail.  The  park  would  have  a safe,  usable  trail  and  the  traffic  on  the  trail  would  be  limited  tc 
the  public  users.  This  alternative  is  not  feasible  under  current  funding  limitations. 

III.  Proposed  Alternative  - Permit  Horseback  Concession 

This  alternative  would  be  to  maintain  the  horse  trail  at  a higher  standard,  allowing  concessior 
traffic,  but  managing  the  trail  more  closely  by  staff  to  protect  the  resources.  Use  would  be  limitec 
by  number  of  trail  rides,  number  of  horses  and  times  on  the  trail  per  day  if  necessary.  Also,  £ 
yearly  work  schedule  would  be  developed  in  cooperation  with  the  concessioner  to  repair  anc 
maintain  the  trail  to  the  appropriate  standard. 


Cl 

3.  Evaluation  and  listing  of  mitigation,  stipulation,  or  other  control  measures  enforceable  by  the  agenev 
or  another  government  agency: 


In  order  for  a horseback  tour  concession  to  operate  successfully  at  Lone  Pine  State  Park,  standards 
would  be  adopted  which  support  the  enterprise  and  protect  park  resources. 

Potential  concessionaires  would  be  required  to  submit  bid  to  the  Department  based  on  a Request  for 
Proposal  (see  sample  RFP  in  Appendix  B)  which  meets  minimum  criteria. 


4.  Based  on  the  significance  criteria  evaluated  in  this  EA,  is  an  EIS  required?  YES  / NO  If  an  EIS  is  not 
required,  explain  why  the  EA  is  the  appropriate  level  of  analysis  for  this  proposed  action: 

An  EIS  is  not  required  as  cumulative  impacts  are  judged  to  be  minor  and  can  be  mitigated  by 
management  controls. 
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5.  Describe  the  level  of  public  involvement  for  this  project  if  any  and,  given  the  complexity  and  th 
seriousness  of  the  environmental  issues  associated  with  the  proposed  action,  is  the  level  of  publi 
involvement  appropriate  under  the  circumstances? 

A news  release  (1/15/93)  and  radio  program  was  developed.  Two  public  meetings  were  held  to  g^ 
comments  on  10/5/92  and  2/2/93.  Public  involvement  was  appropriate  given  the  level  of  interest  in 
proposal. 


6.  Duration  of  comment  period  if  any:  30  days  notice  was  published  1/15/93  stating  that  comment 
would  be  accepted  through  2/19/93. 


7.  Name,  title,  address  and  phone  number  of  the  Person(s)  Responsible  for  Preparing  the  EA: 

David  G.  Conklin,  Regional  Park  Manager,  FWP,  490  N.  Meridian  Rd.,  Kalispell,  MT  59901  752-550 
Susan  McDonald,  FWP,  490  N.  Meridian  Rd.,  Kalispell,  MT  59901  752-5501  ^ 

^1 


MEPA-495CK 
Revised  1/15/93 
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APPENDIX  B 


Lone  Pine  Horseback  Tour 


SAMPLE  REQUEST  FOR  PROPOSAL 

To  provide  guided  horseback  tours  of  Lone  Pine  State  Park.  This  is  a solicitation  to  all  qualified  persons 
partnerships  and  corporations  to  submit  a bid  proposal  for  the  above  service  to  the  State  of  Montana 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  Division  of  Parks. 

OVERVIEW 


Lone  Pine  is  a 147  acre  State  Park  administered  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 
Parks  Division.  It  is  noted  for  its  views  of  the  Flathead  Valley  and  wildlife  viewing  of  whitetail  deer  anc 
songbirds.  The  visitor  use  season  is  primarily  May  through  September.  Lone  Pine  is  maintained  as  : 
natural  park  and  there  are  trails,  an  overlook  and  a visitor  center. 

DEADLINE  FOR  SUBMISSION 


Bid  proposals  must  be  received  on  or  before  noon,  , 1 993  by  the  Montana 

Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  490  N.  Meridian  Rd.,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 . They  shall  be  in  a 
sealed  envelope  plainly  marked.  Bid  Proposal  for  Lone  Pine  Horseback  Tour.  Bids  received  after  closinc 
time  will  be  returned  unopened.  Immediately  after  closing  time  all  bids  will  be  publicly  opened  and  duh 
recorded  at  the  Kalispell  office. 


PURPOSE 


Montana  State  Parks  desires  to  offer  certain  services  to  the  public  visiting  the  Flathead  Valley  and  tc 
promote  a diversity  of  recreational  opportunities  in  Montana  State  Parks.  The  location  and  size  of  Lone 
Pine  affords  this  opportunity.  The  service  to  be  offered  includes  guided  horseback  tours  of  the  pari- 
whereby  the  visitor  may  enhance  their  knowledge  and  enjoyment  of  nature  through  observation  o 
various  plant  and  wildlife  species  as  they  occur  in  a natural  setting.  Montana  State  Park's  desire  is  tc 
provide  this  service  through  contract  with  a qualified  person(s),  business,  etc.  State  Parks  realizes  thai 
the  contractor  must  receive  a reasonable  profit  in  order  to  continue  providing  the  service.  State  Park* 
recognizes  its  responsibility  to  ensure  that  the  prices  charged  for  the  service  are  reasonable.  State  Parks 
also  desires  that  having  a concession  for  the  purpose  stated  above  must  not  cost  the  State  and  thai 
appropriate  rental  be  charged  the  contractor. 

STATE  OBLIGATIONS 


No  obligation  expressed  or  implied  will  be  required  of  the  State  of  Montana,  the  Department  of  Fish 
Wildlife  and  Parks  or  the  Division  of  Parks  unless  negotiated  and  made  a part  of  the  final  contract. 

INFORMATION  REQUESTED  FROM  OFFERORS 

Offeror's  proposals  should  be  submitted  in  the  standard  format  outlined  below  to  facilitate  fair  anc 
e -ytable  evaluation  of  all  proposals  received. 
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OFFEROR'S  BUSINESS  ORGANIZATION 


Offeror's  will  state  the  full  name  and  address  of  their  organization,  including  the  name  of  the  presiden 
or  head  of  the  organization  and,  if  applicable,  the  branch  office  or  other  subordinate  division  or  brand 
ar^  its  location  that  will  perform  or  assist  in  the  performance  of  the  contract. 

Offeror's  will  indicate  whether  their  organization  operates  as  an  individual,  partnership  or  corporation 

INDEPENDENT  PROPOSAL 

By  submission  of  a proposal  the  offeror  certifies  that  the  proposal  has  been  arrived  at  independent^, 
without  consultation,  communication  or  agreement  with  other  offerors  to  restrict  competition. 

The  person  signing  the  proposal  certifies  that  he/she  is  the  person  in  the  offeror's  organization  legalh 
responsible  and  that  any  offers  made  pursuant  to  the  R.F.P.  may  be  binding  on  the  offerors  organizatior 
upon  acceptance  by  the  Commission  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks. 

NEWS  RELEASES 

News  releases  pertaining  to  this  R.F.P.  or  the  awarding  of  the  concession  by  the  Commission  or  the 
negotiations  of  a contract  under  that  award  will  not  be  made  without  prior  approval  of  the  Division  o 
Parks. 


PRIOR  EXPERIENCE 

A*^  part  of  the  proposal  the  offerors  will  provide  an  individual  or  corporate  resume  (whichever  is 
6,5licable)  briefly  stressing  recent  work  experience  that  would  indicate  the  possible  success  of  operatinc 
the  type  of  concession  requested. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS 

The  offeror  will  provide  as  part  of  the  proposal  a financial  statement  indicating  adequate  funds  are 
available  or  obtainable  to  effectively  establish  and  maintain  the  operation. 

REFERENCES 

The  offeror  will  provide  as  part  of  the  proposal  a list  of  references  or  persons  who  could  attest  to  the 
character  and  business  abilities  of  the  offeror. 

COMMITMENTS 

The  offeror  will  provide  as  part  of  the  proposal  a list  of  suppliers  for  the  goods  and/or  services  and  attest 
to  the  fact  that  the  commitments  have  been  made  by  them  and  that  if  a contract  is  awarded  to  the 
offeror  the  suppliers  will  fulfill  their  commitments. 

ACCOUNTABILITY 

The  offeror  will  provide  as  part  of  the  proposal  a sample  or  description  of  an  accounting  system  to  be 
u U which  would  reflect  receipts  of  gross  sales,  taxes  collected  and,  in  general,  a record-keepinc 
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system  for  the  purposes  of  an  audit.  All  concessions  that  have  as  part  of  their  contract  a rental  fe 
based  on  percentage  of  gross  sales  is  subject  to  a State  audit  and  monitoring  by  the  Finance  Unit. 

PERSONNEL  AND  NONDISCRIMINATION 

The  concessionaire  will  be  responsible  for  hiring  the  necessary  employees  to  conduct  the  conces^loi 
operations.  Salaries  and  hours  of  work  must  conform  with  all  State  and  local  laws,  rules  and  regulation; 
now  in  force  or  which  may  hereafter  be  promulgated.  The  concessionaire  shall  comply  with  th( 
requirements  of  all  Federal  and  State  laws,  rules  and  regulations  relating  to  minimum  wage,  socis 
security,  unemployment  insurance  and  workman's  compensation. 

The  concessionaire  will  be  required  to  comply  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  all  applicable  laws  respectinr 
discrimination  and  unfair  employment  practices  as  required  by  Equal  Opportunity  and  Affirmative  Actior 
Policy. 

The  concessionaire  and  employees  will  also  be  required  to  practice  nondiscrimination  in  the  furnishinj 
of  goods  and  services  to  the  public.  The  concessionaire  shall  require  all  employees  to  observe  al 
applicable  rules  and  regulations  and  to  exercise  courtesy  and  consideration  in  their  relations  with  the 
public.  The  Division  of  Parks  requires  the  concessionaire  and  its  employees  who  come  in  contact  with 
the  public  to  wear  a uniform,  badge  or  other  identification  to  show  they  are  concession  employees. 

MINIMUM  REQUIREMENTS 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  contract  entered  into  as  a result  of  this  Request  for  Proposal  will  satisfy  th( 
purpose  described.  Further,  it  will  be  noted  the  following  conditions  are  required  for  consideration  o 
any  bid  or  proposal  and  resulting  contract.  That  a minimum  of  $500.00  or  6%  of  gross  sales,  whichej* 
is  greatest,  will  be  provided  by  the  concessionaire  to  the  State  of  Montana.  That  the  contract  will  Je 
for  two  years  and  that. If  the  proposal  contains  a request  for  additional  time,  that  additional  period  ma\ 
be  an  option  to  be  negotiated. 

That  a list  of  services,  quality  and  costs  to  the  general  public  be  identified  In  the  proposal.  The  contrad 
will  allow  for  the  change  of  prices  through  mutual  agreement.  The  proposal  will  describe  the  minimum 
operation  dates  of  the  concession  as  from  the  weekend  of  Memorial  Day  to  Labor  Day.  The  dates  may 
be  changed  by  mutual  agreement  after  experience  has  shown  a need  for  a change.  That  all  laws,  rules 
or  regulations  applying  to  State  Parks  and  specifically  Lone  Pine  will  be  adhered  to.  That  tours  are  tc 
be  fully  guided  with  a maximum  group  size  of  ten.  That  only  one  tour  group  will  be  allowed  on  the  parl< 
at  any  time  and  only  one  per  day.  That  all  advertising  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the  concessionaire 
and  no  additional  facilities  will  be  provided  for  the  operation  of  this  concession  by  the  Division  of  Parks, 
That  all  tours  will  be  available  to  visitors  at  Lone  Pine  State  Park.  That  all  tours  will  be  on  the  north  o: 
east  side  of  the  park.  That  the  Division  of  Parks  may  impose  additional  restrictions  as  required  to  protec 
the  natural  integrity  of  the  park. 

CONCESSIONAIRE  WILL  PROVIDE 

1.  Public  Liability  Insurance  in  sum  ^of  $750,000  per  occurrence  and  $1.5  million  per  claim,  in 
accordance  with  2-9-108  MCA. 


2.  Horses  for  tours  of  Lone  Pine  and  observe  all  safety  procedures  and  provide  all  equipment  for  rid 
as  required  by  Federal  and  State  law. 
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3.  Means  for  removal  of  any  trash  generated  by  tour  group  and  mitigation  measures  for  any  tra 
damage. 

4.  A competent  reliable  horse  wrangler/tour  guide  for  group  related  activities. 

5 ssurance  that  all  local.  State  and  Federal  laws,  rules  and  regulations  applicable  to  its  business  wi 
oe  complied  with. 

BID  PROPOSAL  FORMAT 

In  addition  to  the  requirements  above,  please  address  the  following: 


Section  A. 

Plan  for  tour  operation  - 

Please  describe  in  detail  what,  how,  when  and  at  what  estimated  cost  you  plan  to  provid< 
the  service  requested.  This  should  include:  proposed  type  and  quality  of  service,  grou| 
size,  number  of  tours  per  week,  start/end  times,  dates,  area  or  trails  to  be  utilized  (includt 
map  and  sketch  drawing),  ingress  and  egress  points,  method  for  trash  disposal  an( 
mitigation  of  trail  damage,  plan  for  handling  of  any  medical  or  other  emergencies  (ie.  EMI 
certified  guides,  radios,  evacuation  arrangements),  methods  to  reduce  or  negatt 
impacts/disturbance  to  wildlife  and  vegetation. 

Section  B. 

Compensation  to  the  State  of  Montana  for  permission  to  operate  organized  commercia 
tour.  Please  describe  what  additional  compensation  you  would  provide  if  your  bid  i; 
accepted  beyond  the  minimum  required.  (A  reminder,  your  bid  will  be  in  competition  witi 
all  others  received.) 

r Action  C. 

Additional  proposal  you  wish  to  offer  not  previously  mentioned. 

EVALUATION  OF  BID  PROPOSALS 

The  Division  of  Parks  will  apply  standard  criteria  and  weights  to  each  item  requested  in  the  proposal 
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DECISION  MEMO 


.iT 


HORSEBACK  RIDING  CONCESSION  AND 
ASSOCIATED  TRAIL  REHABILITATION  AT 
LONE  PINE  STATE  PARK 


July  12,  1993 


SWTT  DCCUiMFNTS  COLLECTION 

iJ/lil  : 4 1994 


iWONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
op.,  1515  E.  6th  AVE. 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 

I.  SUMMARY 


Lone  Pine  is  a 147  acre  State  Park  administered  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife 
and  Parks,  Parks  Division.  It  is  noted  for  its  views  of  the  Flathead  Valley  and  wildlife  viewing 
of  whitetail  deer  and  songbirds.  Lone  Pine  is  maintained  as  a natural  park  and  there  are  trails, 
an  overlook  and  a visitor  center. 


The  action  is  to  permit  a horseback  tour  concession  to  operate  on  the  Lone  Pine  horse  trail  that 
is  currently  used  and  signed  for  horse  riders.  The  concession  would  fill  the  need  for  public  use 
of  horse  trails  by  non-horse  owning  visitors.  The  state  park  and  local  businesses  could  benefit 
from  increased  tourist  expenditures.  Trail  management  would  be  necessary  to  ensure  safe  usable 
trails  and  protection  of  the  resource.  Concession  tours  could  begin  after  the  trails  are  brought 
up  to  an  acceptable  standard. 

H.  REASONS  FOR  THIS  DECISION 


The  accepted  alternative  will  allow  for  upgrade  of  the  main  trail  to  an  acceptable  standard  for 
horse  and  mountain  bike  use.  The  park  will  have  a safe,  usable  trail  for  all  park  users.  The 
necessary  repairs  and  maintenance  could  be  done  with  the  funds  raised  through  the  concession. 

With  current  trends  in  health  and  exercise,  the  number  and  types  of  recreational  users  at  Lone 
Pine  will  increase.  The  number  of  resident  horse  owners  in  the  nearby  suburban  area  will  also 
increase.  As  the  scenery  and  popularity  of  the  Lone  Pine  trails  attract  more  users  they  will  need 
to  be  repaired  and  reconstructed  to  meet  demands  and  ensure  their  safe  use. 

Local  bicycle  rental  of  mountain  bikes  to  visitors  as  well  as  locals  also  underscores  the  need  to 
make  all  trail  users  aware  of  safety  rules  and  proper  trail  etiquette.  The  proposed  action  will 
include  upgrading  trail  standards  so  that  additional  numbers  and  types  of  users  will  not  cause 
serious  impacts.  By  adopting  standards  for  concession  use,  trail  users  and  management  can 
continue  to  make  the  trails  safe  and  enjoyable. 

m.  SCOPING  AND  PUBLIC  INVOLVEMENT 


A news  release  was  issued  on  January  15,  1993,  and  a live  radio  program  was 
2,  1993.  Two  public  meetings  were  held  to  gather  comments  on  October  5, 
meeting)  and  February  2,  1993  (public  comment  meeting). 
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Notice  of  a thirty  day  comment  period  for  the  scoping  process  was  published  1/15/93,  stating 
that  comments  would  be  accepted  through  2/19/93.  The  Draft  Environmental  Assessment  was 
available  to  the  public  on  May  27,  1993,  with  a comment  period  ending  June  31,  1993. 

Comment  letters  received  from  the  public  are  on  file  with  the  final  Environmental  Assessment. 

Public  involvement  was  appropriate  given  the  level  of  interest  in  the  proposal. 

rv.  CONTACT  PERSON 

The  contact  person  for  additional  information  on  this  decision  memorandum  is  Marty  Watkins, 
District  Manager,  Lone  Pine  Park  District,  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks, 
490  North  Meridian  Road,  Kalispell,  MT  59901,  (406)  752^5501. 
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